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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 9013 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IR, IN 

SUB J : INDIAN VIEW OF SWARAN SINGH VISIT TO IRAN 
REF: NEW DELHI 8536 

1. MEA JOINT SECRETARY FOR WEST ASIA AND NORTH AFRICA, 

N.P. ALEXANDER, CALLED IN POL COUNSELOR AUGUST 2 TO OFFER 
BRIEFING ON FONMIN SWARAN SINGH'S VISIT TO IRAN NOW THAT 
HE HAD READ MEMCONS ON TRIP (REFTEL). 

2. ALEXANDER SAID SHAH HAD EMPHASIZED IRANIAN POWER 

( "WE ARE POWERFUL TODAY, WE WILL BE MUCH MORE POWERFUL 
IN 10-15 YEARS, AND IN 25 YEARS WE WILL BE AS POWERFUL 
AS GERMANY OR FRANCE"), SHOWED DESIRE FOR FRIENDLY RELATIONS 
WITH INDIA, SAID HE HAD COUNSELED PAKISTAN TO IMPROVE 
RELATIONS WITH INDIA, AND SAID IRAN WOULD NOT STRENGTHEN 
PAKISTAN IF THE INTEGRITY OF PAKISTAN WAS NOT THREATENED 
AND PAKISTAN WAS NOT ATTACKED. SHAH SAID THERE WERE MANY 
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WAYS IN WHICH INDIA AND IRAN COULD DEVELOP CLOSER ECONOMIC 
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AND POLITICAL RELATIONS AND SAID THIS SHOULD BE DONE. HE 
POINTED TO FONMIN KHALATBARI AND SAID, YOU WILL GO TO 
INDIA. KHALATBARI SAID, "YES". 

3. SWARAN SINGH SAID HE AGREED WITH THE SHAH’S EVALUATION 
OF THE IMPORTANCE OF PAKISTAN’S INTEGRITY AND SAID INDIA 
WOULD DO EVERYTHING IT COULD TO STRENGTHEN THIS. HE AGREED 
WITH SHAH ON POSSIBILITY AND DESIRE FOR BETTER INDO-PAK 
RELATIONS AND URGED MORE FREQUENT CONTACT. HE TOLD BANQUET 
HE FOUND IT "SHOCKING" THAT KHALATBARI HAD NEVER BEEN TO 
INDIA, ONLY THREE HOURS AWAY BY PLANE. IN RESPONSE TO A 

QUERY FROM KHALATBARI ON WHETHER INDIA INTENDED TO STRENGTHEN 
AND SUPPORT "PRO-COMMUNIST, BAATHIST" REGIME IN IRAQ, 

SWARAN SINGH SAID FLATLY, "NO". 

4. SHAH TOLD SWARAN SINGH THAT COUP IN KABUL WAS "WORRI- 
SOME" FOR IRAN BUT THAT IRANIANS INTENDED TO TRY TO MAINTAIN 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH NEW AFGHAN REGIME. SHAH DID NOT MAKE 
ANY MENTION OF SOVIETS IN CONNECTION WITH NEW AFGHAN REGIME. 

5. THERE IS AN INVITATION OUTSTANDING FOR THE SHAH TO VISIT 
INDIA AND THIS WAS REITERATED BY SWARAN SINGH BUT THERE 
ARE NO IMMEDIATE PLANS FOR HIS VISIT. NOVEMBER HAS, 

HOWEVER, BEEN TENTATIVELY SET FOR FONMIN KHALATBARI TO 
COME TO INDIA. 

6. IN SUM, ALEXANDER SAID THE INDIANS BELIEVED THE VISIT HAD BEEN 
USEFUL, HAD SET THE STAGE FOR MORE FREQUENT EXCHANGES, AND 
HAD HELPED TO CLEAR THE AIR. AT THE SAME TIME, HE EMPHA- 
SIZED THAT INDIA CONTINUED TO HAVE MANY DOUBTS ABOUT 
IRANIAN POLICIES AND HAD NOTED CAREFULLY THAT THE SHAH 

HAD NEVER SAID EXPLICITLY HE WOULD NOT PROVIDE ARMS 
TO PAKISTAN. HE SAID HE HOPED RELATIONS WOULD NOW IMPROVE 
BUT INDIA WOULD HAVE TO WAIT AND SEE. AS HE HAS DONE ON 
THREE SUCCESSIVE OCCASIONS, HE ALSO REFERRED TO CONTINUING 
IRANIAN PRESS ATTACKS ON INDIA AND SAID HE KEPT A CLIPPING 
FILE ON HIS DESK TO SHOW TO IRANIAN DIPLOMATS WHEY THEY 
CAME TO HIS OFFICE, HE WAS VERY DUBIOUS OF THE POL COUNSELOR'S 
OBSERVATION THAT WE UNDERSTOOD PRESS HANDLING OF INDIA HAD 
SUBSTANTIALLY IMPROVED IN TEHRAN IN RECENT WEEKS. 
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7. COMMENT: ALEXANDER IS NOT A NADMIRER OF THE SHAH 
WHO HE HINTS HAS MEGOLOMANIACAL TENDENCIES AND OF 
WHOM HE SPEAKS FROM TIME TO TIME QUITE SNEERINGLY. THIS 
MAY REFLECT THE VIEW OF SOME OF HIS SUPERIORS BUT WE 
SUSPECT ALEXANDER HIMSELF IS LAGGING BEHIND IN RESPONDING 
TO A MORE RELAXED INDIAN GOVERNMENT ATTITUDE TOWARD IRAN. 
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